Pathogenesis of pancreatic perilobular necrosis in patients with liver disease.
We often see perilobular necrosis of the pancreas in patients with liver disease at autopsy. This study was undertaken to determine the frequency and the mechanism of development of pancreatic perilobular necrosis in patients with liver disease. Pancreatic perilobular necrosis was seen in 21 per cent of 261 autopsied patients: in 41 per cent of 73 autopsied patients with liver disease and in 13 per cent of 188 autopsied patients without liver disease. Moreover, splanchnic congestion was present in 90 per cent of 30 pancreatic perilobular necrosis patients with liver disease. These data indicate that patients with liver disease develop perilobular necrosis of the pancreas more often than patients without liver disease, and that the high frequency may be a sequela of splanchnic congestion; that is, congestion of the pancreas and endotoxaemia due to congestion of the gut.